Commemorating unsung National Heroes
on Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav

KHUDIRAM BOSE
Grand Portrait

Khudiram Bose (3 December 1889 – 11
August 1908) was an Indian revolutionary
from Bengal Presidency who opposed British
rule of India. For his role in the Muzaffarpur
Conspiracy Case, along with Prafulla Chaki,
he was sentenced to death and subsequently
executed, making him one of the youngest
martyrs of the Indian Independence
Movement.
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Early Life
Khudiram Bose was born on 3 December 1889 in a kayastha family in the small village named
Mohobani, situated under the Keshpur Police Station in the Medinipur district of Bengal. His father
was a Tehsildar in the Nerajol.
Khudiram was the fourth child in a family of three daughters. His parents, Trailokyanath Bose and
Lakshmipriya Devi had two sons before the birth of Khudiram but both of them died prematurely.
Following the traditional customs prevalent in the culture, the newborn child was symbolically sold to
his eldest sister in exchange of three handfuls of food grains locally known as Khud, in an attempt to
save him from dying at an early age. This way he acquired the name, Khudiram
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Freedom movement

In 1902 and 1903, Sri Aurobindo and Sister Nivedita visited Midnapore. They held a
series of public lectures and private session with the existing revolutionary groups for
freedom. Khudiram, a teenager, was an active participant in the discussions about
the revolution.
Apparently, he joined Anushilan Samiti, and came into contact with the network of
Barindra Kumar Ghosh of Calcutta. He became a volunteer at the age of 15, and was
arrested for distributing pamphlets against the British rule in India. At the young age
of 16, Khudiram took part in planting bombs near the police stations and targeted
government officials.
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Kingsford assassination attempts

First Attempt
The first attempt to kill Kingsford was in the form of a book bomb constructed by
Hemchandra. An empty tin of Cadbury cocoa was packed with a pound of picric acid
and three detonators. This was packed into a hollowed section of Herbert Broom's
book to Kingsford's house by Paresh Mallick, a young revolutionary. Kingsford placed
the unopened package in his shelf to examine later. By March 1908, on security issues
kingsford transferred to the muzaffarpur which leads to failure of his first attempt.

The Reconnaissance at Muzaffarpur
Anushilan Samiti persisted in their attempt to kill Kingsford. In April, a two-man
reconnaissance team visited Muzaffarpur, which included Prafulla Chaki. Prafulla
Chaki returned to Muzaffarpur with a new boy, Khudiram Bose.

KHUDIRAM BOSE

Kingsford assassination attempts
Assassination attempts at Muzaffarpur
On a fateful day, Kingsford and his wife were playing bridge with the daughter and
wife of Pringle Kennedy, a British barrister. They decided to head home around 8.30
PM. Kingsford and his wife were in a carriage identical to the one carrying Kennedy
and his family. As their carriage reached the eastern gate of the compound of the
European Club, Khudiram and Prafulla ran towards the carriage and threw the
bombs into the carriage. A loud explosion ensued and the carriage was taken to
Kingsford's house. The carriage was shattered and the Kennedy ladies sustained
terrible injuries. Miss Kennedy died within an hour and Mrs. Kennedy died on 2 May
of sustained injuries.
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Escape

After being captured, khudiram bose had given a
statement in front of magistrate for his assassination
attempts. After hearing his statement, court
announced the judgement to hange-out, at the young
age of 18 years, for the attempt of assassination.

Khudiram Bose under British guard.

Khudiram Bose is considered to be the first fighter to
sacrifice his life in the Indian freedom struggle.
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Statement made by Khudiram Bose
In his own words, Khudiram made a statement while
under arrest, recorded by the special branch of the
police, before he was hanged: "I was naughty in my
childhood, But after I entered Midnapore Collegiate
School a change overtook me

Death Sentence of Khudiram Bose
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Legacy

• Khudiram Bose Central College – established in 1965 as an undergraduate college in
Kolkata, West Bengal, India. It offers only courses in arts and commerce. It is affiliated with
the University of Calcutta.
• Shahid Khudiram Station – a metro railway station near Garia in Kolkata.
• Shahid Khudiram Bose Hospital – a hospital on BT Road near Municipality park.
• Khudiram Bose Memorial Central Jail – the Muzaffarpur Jail, where the freedom fighter was
incarcerated and hanged on 11 August 1908, was renamed.
• Sahid Khudiram Siksha Prangan – a university campus for postgraduate studies of
University of Calcutta, Kolkata. It is also known as Alipore Campus.
• Khudiram Anushilan Kendra – located adjacent to the Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose Indore
Stadium in Kolkata.
• Khudiram Bose Pusa railway station
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Films

Over the years, Khudiram Bose and his journey have been represented in several films.

• Main Khudiram Bose Hun

Shahid Khudiram Metro
Station, Kolkata

Khudiram Bose Pusa
Railway Station

Khudiram Anushilan Kendra,
Kolkata (an indoor stadium)
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